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eminence in western Christendom. The theory
heightened his authority ; it was confirmed
by the feudal theory, universally accepted,
that society spiritual as well as secular
must have a single head, responsible only to
God. It was supported by a succession of
forgeries, perpetrated by inen who sincerely
thought that they were buttressing the truth,
which for centuries were to be accepted
without demur. One of them, the Forged
Decretals, has been solemnly pronounced
authentic and authoritative by the great
Pope Gregory VII. Extracts from those
Decretals may be found in current textbooks
as part of the law of the Roman communion
to-day. The theory became a principle, no
more to be disputed than the equally authori-
tative principle that the sun moves round the
earth.

The Pope, then, is irresponsible. He is
bound only by the law of nature and that of
revelation, which tell him what is right and
what is wrong; and he is the uncontrolled
interpreter of both those laws. If he abuses
his trust he will go to hell ; good Bishop
Grosseteste of Lincoln warned Innocent IV.,
by no means a bad Pope, of the danger,
and Dante in his vision saw Popes in hell.
But though men might repine, they must